200                                APPENDIX.

of distraction, which cannot well be described, until the beginning of October,
when the news of our success at Banaris, and the Nabob's return to Lucknow
calmed the tumult

SWORN this26th day of                                                  ALEXANDER HAKN AY.

November 1781, before me.   E. I M P E Y.

[ Num. IX. C. ]                 Affidavit of Major M' Donald.

FOHN MCDONALD Esq; Major, commanding the Nabob Assof-ud-Dowlah's
$J third battalion of Sepoys, on oath saith, that he the deponent was stationed
at Amora to assist the Aumil in collecting the Company's Tunka, also to protect
the subjects of his Excellency the Vizeer from the depredations of Zalim Sing,
the rebel Rajah of the aforementioned place Amora; also the attacks of others his
adherents: That the said deponent had been detached by Lieutenant Colonel Han-
nay some time in February 1780, with a body of horse and foot in pursuit of
the abovementioned Rajah Zalim Sing, who, besides sequestering the rents of the
Pergunnah had compelled the inhabitants to quit the district, and further wan-
tonly and without cause, murdered two of the principal Cannoongoes of the Per-
gunnah aforesaid. The deponent could not come up with the flying Rajah, but
followed him until he took a large Jungle that bounded the country of the
Vizeer to the eastward, and is the westernmost limit of the Zemeedary of Cheit
Sing Rajah of Banaris: Zalim Sing was there received in the most friendly man-
ner, and protection promised him. On this the deponent sent proper spies to watch
the motions of Rajah Zalim Sing, and returned himself with the troops to his
station at Amora : That the deponent learned by the spies left about Zalim Sing,
that he was allowed to reside openly under the protection of Cheit Sing, and had
Tillages, also lands assigned for the maintenance of himself and followers.

About the twentieth of August last the deponent was informed, Cheit Sing had,
after putting to death three English officers, and two hundred and fifty Sepoys,
fled from Banaris, and openly set up the standard of rebellion, inviting all per-
sons who could procure arms to repair to him, and by fighting under his banner,
extirpate the Fringies. The road by which the post usually travelled from Ba~
naris became impassable from the numerous parties it was said Cheit Sing had
sent put to cut off all communication betwixt the Hon'ble Governor General and
the different stations of the army. As the deponent could not obtain any authen-
tic account of the state of affairs, he thought it best to send out persons to all
parts for information, that he might judge from the state of the country how mat-
ters stood at the place of the greatest moment* The country of the daring rebel
Cheit Sing, and the city of Fyzabad, seemed to the deponent the most likely places
to furnish the wished intelligence. In the latter place it was reported, first, that
the Hon'ble Warren Hastings Esq; had been massacred at Banaris; then, that

he